@Congress of the Wniten States
MWashington, DE 20515

The President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500-0003

Dear Mr. President,

As members of the bipartisan Congressional Building Trades Caucus, we look to work together
with your Administration to create a broad based strategy to meet the United States’
infrastructure needs. The Building Trades Caucus is comprised of Members from around the
country and both sides of the aisle with extensive experience and interest in the building and
construction trades industry. Since its inception, the caucus has worked towards many of the
same goals you aspired to during your campaign: advancing policies on behalf of the American
worker.

As someone with extensive experience working with the building and construction trades, we
know that you understand that any major infrastructure package must be crafted to ensure it
meets the needs of both American businesses and workers. The Building Trades Caucus would
like to request briefings from your administration and to work with your administration as you
craft this package. As such, we believe any major infrastructure package submitted to Congress
should include a number of policies that are critically important to the building and construction
trades and, we believe, the success of any proposal.

Expansive Definition of Infrastructure — While it is important to upgrade our roads, bridges and
tunnels, those are not the only pieces of infrastructure that are key to the success of businesses in
a modern economy. As you endeavor to revive manufacturing in America, we will need a strong
transportation infrastructure that includes ports and rails capable of efficiently handling the rise
in exports. Businesses will also need access to a diverse array of tools like high-speed internet, a
secure, smart and resilient energy grid, and clean water just to name a few.

Distribution of Infrastructure Funding — While infrastructure investments are needed
everywhere in America, as you crossed the country during the election you undoubtedly saw that
some areas of the counfry have shared more richly in previous infrastructure investments than
others. In crafting any package, we urge you to seek a fair funding distribution mechanism, to
ensure all corners of the country can address their unique infrastructure challenges.

Prevailing Wage — For the last century, prevailing wage has been a crucial tool for the federal
government to ensure it gets a good return on its investments while not artificially depressing the
wages of workers in localities where federal dollars are spent. The use of prevailing wage
prevents a race to the bottom among contractors, a race that would lead to a shoddy product and
a greater cost to the taxpayers, and ensures the income derived from these families” sustaining
wages is reinvested into local communities. Capital investments in infrastructure are meant to be
durable investments that last for centuries at a time. In crafting any infrastructure package, we
urge you to include the use of prevailing wage in order to protect the taxpayers’ investment and
ensure the highest quality infrastructure for the American people and businesses.
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Utilizing Existing Apprenticeship Infrastructure — In order to put Americans back to work
rebuilding our infrastructure, they will need the skills and training necessary to succeed on a
modern worksite. The safest, most highly skilled and productive construction craft workers
receive their training through privately funded, registered apprenticeship programs that utilize a
labor-management partnership. These programs provide the most current and state-of-the-art
curricula needed to meet the certifications of a modern construction workforce. In order to
maximize the efficiency of taxpayers’ investment into infrastructure, we urge you to avoid
duplicating education and ftraining efforts and instead rely upon the existing registered
apprenticeship model.

Streamlining the Permitting Process — As someone who is familiar with the building and
construction process, we know you are keenly aware of the problems that can arise from a costly
and arduous permitting processes. Not only does it increase the costs of the project, but the
uncertainty can cause investors to walk away from projects or decline to invest in the first place.
That means fewer investments in our infrastructure and fewer jobs for American workers. In any
infrastructure package, we urge you to find ways to responsibly streamline and expedite federal
permitting processes so that we can get Americans back to work as soon as possible. In the
meantime, we urge you to include a suite of currently engineered and permitted projects that
work can begin on immediately, while some of the larger and more complex projects work their
way through the permitting process.

Utilizing a Mixture of Traditional and Innovative Funding Mechanisms — While nearly
everyone agrees upon the need to invest in our infrastructure, challenges often arise in
determining how to pay for those investments. In crafting any proposal, we urge you to consider
utilizing a mixture of traditional and innovative funding methods.

We look forward to working with you and your staff towards our shared goals of creating a
prosperous economy for all Americans. To this end we respectfully request a meeting with your
staff to discuss your plans for infrastructure. Should we ever be able to lend our insight or
expertise on matters pertaining to the building and construction trades industry, please do not
hesitate to contact us.

We thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,

Donald Noreross
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Gene Green
Member of Congress

Dan Donovan
Member of Congress

Member of Congress

athleen Rice
Member of Congress

Frank LoBiondo
Member of Congress
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"Bob Brady

Member of Congress
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John Delaney™————————"
Member of Congress
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Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress




